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'I'lie Honorable Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
Environtnental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenuc NW 
Washington, D.C. 20460

July 31, 2015 

Tlhe Nonorable Dr. Ernest Moniz 
Secretary 
U,S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Avemle SW 
Was}hington, D.C. 20585

The IIotiorable Toni VilsaGk 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Agricttlture 
1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dear Administrator McCau• tliy, Secretary Moniz, and Secretary Vilsack: 

We write to support biotnass energy as a sustainable, responsible, renewable, and economically signiAcant 
cncrgy source. Pederal policies across all departments and agencies nntst remove any uncertainties atid 
contradictiotls tlu•ough a clear, u►lambiguous inessage that forest bioenergy is part of the nation's energ:y 
fiiture. 

Many states are relying on renewable biomass to meet their energy goals, and we support renewable biomass 
to create jobs and economic growth wlhile meetirng otir nation's energy needs. A compreliensive scien;ee, 
techinical, and legal administrative record supports a clear and simple poliey establisliing the benefits 4f 
energy fi•om forest biomass, rederal policies that add unnecessary costs and cotnplexity will discourage 
rather than encourage investnlent in wot •king fo►-ests, liarvesting operations, bioenergy, wood products, and 
paper manufacturing. Unclear or contradictory signals fi •otn federal agencies could discourage biomaSs 
titilization as an energy sohttion.	 ' 

The carbon neutrality of forest biomass has becn recognized repeatedly by numerous studies, agencies, 
institutions, legislation, and rules around the world, atid there has been rno dispute about the carbon neutrality 
of bionlass derived fi•om residuals of forest pt'oducts I]lailLlfactUi-ing and agrlcultul •e. Our eonstituents 
employeci in the biomass supply chain deserve a federal policy that recognizes the clear benefits of forost 
bioencrgy. We urge you to ensure that federal policies are consistent and reflect the carbon neutrality' 
of these types of bioenergy.  

Reid J. Rib 
Member of Congress 

^`c.,"^""  
^Bruce Poliquin	 t' 

Member of Congress 
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Gregg Harper 
Mctnber of Congress

Sincerely,
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Sanfor i D. Bishop, Jr. 
Meniber of Congress 
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Kurt Sclu•ader 
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Member of Congress 
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J. Ra(uiy Fot•bes 
Mettiber of Congress 

Toni Graves 
Membet• of Congress 
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Menlber of
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Membe► • of Congcess 
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Mei7iber of Congress  

Virgria oxx 
Member of Congress
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Metnber of Cong► •ess	 Me►nber of Congress 
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Brett Gtttiu•ic 
Mcmbet• of Congt•ess 

Rick Larsen 
Member of Congress

Tom Cole 
Member of Congcess 
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Mcmbe► • of Cot gt•ess

'KeibCalvert 
Mctnber of Congress 
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Joe Couctney 
Membe► • of Congi•ess 

olin J	uncan, Jr, 
embet • of Congress 
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Waller B. Jones	 Leonatd Lance 
Metnber Congress	 Menlbet• of Congress 

Robert E. Latta	 om McClititock 
Metnbet• of Congt•ess	 Membet• of Cotigress 
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Steve Scalise 

Aetiribe  

 

Mike Sirnpson 
Merrnber of Cotigress 
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Greg Walden 
Meniber of Congress 
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Joe	1 Sotl 

Meniber of Congress 

OterqJ.IRoskam 	 1vlar•k Sar or 
Mernber of Congress	 Membe of C ngress 

Austiri Scott	 lin Sliimkus 
Member of Con ^	^	ember• oI' Congress 
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 Y rul A, Westmorelanci 	 E Wliitfreld 
Meniber of Congress	 Member of Corigress 

ert J. Wittmail 
Member of Congress
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Menlb of Congress 
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Mike Bost 
Meillbel • o Con ss 
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Meillber of Congress 

Dotig Co lins 
Member f Collgcess 
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Rodney Davis 
Menlber of Corlgress 
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Renee L. Ellnlers 
Mernber of Congl•ess
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Menlber of Congress 
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Challes W. Boustan , Jt, 
Menlber of Congress 
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Melnbee of Congeess 
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Meillber of Congl•ess	 Menlber of Congl•ess

^^ I-FL M an Griffith 
Menlber of Congl•ess 
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Menlber of Congress 
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Mo Brooks 
Menlber of Congress 
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Menlber of Congress 

/0^ • Rick rawford 
Member of Corigress 

Sean • Duffy 
Member of Corlgress
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Menlbel• of Congress 

J^ dy B. Iice  
Meniber of Congl•ess 
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Menlber of Congress	I 
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$erek ICillne 

Menlber of Cotlgress 
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Metnbel• of Congress
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Dave Loebsack 
Member of Congress 

Markw nc Mullin 
Membet' of Congt-ess 

a PY4- 
1:d Perlinuttei- 
Mcmbcr of Congress 
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Steve Womack 
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Mark Meadows 
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Member of Congress 

Dave Tt'ott	 David G. Valadao 
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Walz	 Brad R. Wenstru p 
Member of Congress	 Member of Congress 
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	 Robert C. "Bobby" Scott 

Member of Co►ugress
	

Member of Congress 

Donald Norcross 
Member of Congt'ess 

Dave Reichert 
Membeir of Conaress
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Ricliard L. I-lanna 

nl r of Congress 
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Robel-t IIurt 
Member of Congress
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Melnber of Congi-ess
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I3ob Gtbbs 

Member of Congress 

Glenn Grothman 
Meniber of Congress 

Denny I k 
Mentber of Congress 

E an H. Jenkins  
Metnber of Congress
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Barbara Comstock	 Suzan DelIIene 
Member of Congress	 Member of Congress 
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I ra ^k C. Guinta 
Mcnlber of Congress 

Richard 1-Iudson 
Member of Congeess
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Member of Congress 

Rick W. Allen 
Meniber of Congress 

-oti Barletta 
Meniber of Congress 
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Meinber of Congress 
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Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams	 bert	 o t 
Menlber of Congress	 Melnber of Congress 
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Brad Ashford 

Menlber of Congress
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Metnber of Cotigress
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Earl L. "Littddy„ Carter 
Member of Congrcos
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Member of Congress 
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Menlber of Cong	 Menl er of Congress	 Member of Congress 
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 Ratcliffe 
Win ker of Congress 

Martlla Roby 
Member of Congress

Tonl Ricc	 Cedcic L. Ricllnlo,ld 
Mernber of Congress	 Member of Congress 
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Mike Rogers	 David RouzeY'  
Menlber of Congress	 Menlber of Congcess 
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David Scott	 Elise M. Stefanik 
Membei• of Congi•ess	 Menlbei• of Congress 
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Glenn G^ 7^llollipsoll	 Scott	 Tipton 
Member of Con ress	 Member of Congress
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Menlber of Congress

, 

Nornla J, Torres 
Member of Congress 
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Alk,Wagner	 Jackie Walorski 
Mernber of Congi•ess 
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Menlber of Congress 
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Davld Yollllg 
Menlber of Congress

Bruce Westerman 
Member of Congress 

Zinke

enl r of Congress
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